Common Computer Vocabulary
App: software (programs used by digital devices) with a specific purpose, often
designed for mobile devices like phones and tablets
Application: software with specific purpose—word processing, spreadsheet, etc.

Backup: making a copy of a file and saving it to an external hard drive, flash drive, or a
cloud site like iCloud, Google Drive, Dropbox, etc.

Bluetooth: short distance wireless connection—e.g. connecting your phone to your
car audio system. Named for King Harald “Bluetooth” Gormsson who united Denmark
and had a dead blue tooth.

Cursor: the flashing vertical line that tells you where you are on your device’s screen

Flash drive/thumb drive: a small device where you can save files—plugs into your
computer

File: a record of what you have done on your digital device—document, spreadsheet,
image, etc.

Font: style of text—Helvetica, Times, Cambria, etc.

Modem/router: devices that connect your equipment to the internet via telephone
lines, fiber optics, or cable

Mouse: the external device you use to move the cursor and scroll on your devices

Operating system: the software that runs your device (Microsoft Windows, Mac OS,
Linux)

Port: the places on your computer where you plug in connectors like flash drives,
power cords, etc.

Reboot: to turn off your device and restart it—often solves a simple problem
Touchpad: a way of controlling the cursor on your laptop with your fingers

USB: a type of connector for your device. Also, a type of port (place where you plug in
an external piece of equipment) on your device
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